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Niagara County Department Of Health

Environmental Health Division 


55 Stevens Street
Phone: (716) 439-7444

Lockport, New York 14094-1894
Fax: (716) 439-7427
October 28, 2026

Dear Food Service Establishment Operator,
Public Health Law Chapter 45, Article 13, Title 8 was amended to include Section 1357 requiring that food service establishments label all prepackaged foods that are prepared on-site and available for customer self-service with a written notification on the package or on a label attached to the package identifying any major food allergens present in the food item. Establishments are not required to list all food ingredients. This law goes into effect on November 12, 2026. Additional information can be found on the New York State Department of Health’s website at https://health.ny.gov/environmental/indoors/food_safety/foodallergens.htm
Prepackaged food is defined as food that is prepared and packaged on-site prior to order and available for customer self-service and does not include food that is placed in packaging after a customer has ordered. Examples of prepackaged foods that this law applies to include pre-made salads, parfaits and sandwiches placed in a grab-and-go refrigerator for customer self-service.

The following are considered major food allergens:
· Milk

· Eggs

· Fish

· Crustacean shellfish

· Tree nuts

· Peanuts

· Wheat

· Soy

· Sesame

When declaring fish, tree nuts, or crustacean shellfish as allergens on a menu or packaged food label, the type of nut or species of fish/shellfish must be listed (“Contains cashews”). Highly refined oils derived from the above food items are not considered major food allergens, and do not need to be identified on the allergen label.

If you have any questions or need assistance, please feel free to call our office at (716) 439-7444.

Sincerely,
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Stacy Price
Encl.
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